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      In the past, it has been thought that wind traveling through areas of bare sand, 
because of human or other disturbances, cause blowout initiation and formation 
over time (Bate et al. 1996). This study examines the relationship between trails and 
blowout development of Michigan coastal dunes.  
 
Bate, Guy, Ferguson, Michele. 1996. Blowouts in coastal foredunes. Landscape and Urban 
Planning 34; 215-224. 

       Materials Used: 
•Measuring Tape 
•Hand Levels 
•Flagging Tape 
•Stadia Rod 
•Kestral Anemometer 
•BFI (Blowout Features Inventory) 
•Trimble GPS unit 
•Ground Flags 
•Suunto Compass 
      
          The purpose of this investigation was to study the relationship 
between trails and blowouts. This was accomplished by: 
•Measured the width, height and length of each blowout from Dunes 
7 to 3.5 using a measuring tape and stadia rod. 
•Measured the average width of each trail using measuring tapes 
•Determined the orientation of each blowout 
•Determined the orientation of each trail 
•Mapped the area of each trail and blowout using a Trimble GPS unit 
•Documented the vegetation density on trails and blowouts 
•Recorded wind speed using a Kestral anemometer 
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