
Lesson Plan  
I. Date  July 10, 2009 Subject    John Calvin      Grade Level  9     Teacher  L. Lapp  
 
II. Main Focus:  Students will learn about John Calvin and the roots of Calvinism in Geneva. 
 
III.  Objectives: - Understand how Calvinism began and flourished in Geneva.  See how Geneva was 

a place of refuge, Illustrate the importance of humanism and the vernacular word in the 
Reformation movement.  See how the Protestant Reformation sparked the English Reformation, 
although it had political motives more than social. 

 
IV. Prerequisite Skills: 

http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/CALVIN.HTM
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/CALVIN.HTM
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/CALVIN.HTM
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This web-quest is designed to help you learn information about John Calvin, one of the 

key individuals involved in the Protestant Reformation.  To begin your journey, go to: 

http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/CALVIN.HTM   
 

Â:henever you need to go to a different paragraph, you will be directed in italics. 

Â:KHQHYHU�\RX�QHHG�WR�JR�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�SDge, you will be directed in bold text.  

Â7+,1.�	�(;3/$,1�TXHVWLRQV�UHTXLUH�\RX�WR�XVH�\RXU�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�

question.  

 

 

1. In the first paragraph we learn that John Calvin lived from 1509- _____.   

 

2. Which two adjectives are used to describe Calvin at the end of the first paragraph?_____________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

3. :KDW�ZDV�&DOYLQ¶V�RULJLQDO�MRE"�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��:KHUH�GLG�KLV�QHZ�LGHDV�HPHUJH�

from? __________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. THINK & EXPLAIN- 

 

    Humanism is defined as: ³any system or mode of thought or action in which human 

interests, values, and dignity predominate.´�humanism. (n.d.). Dictionary.com 

Unabridged (v 1.1). Retrieved July 06, 2009, from Dictionary.com website: 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/humanism 

 

Read paragraph two, then explain: How humanism influenced &DOYLQ¶V�GHFLVLRQ�WR�OHDYH�KLV�ILUVW�

career? __________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________  

 

����:K\�GLG�&DOYLQ�JHW�D�FKDQFH�WR�UHIRUP�*HQHYD�LQ�WKH�����¶V"�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�� 

      ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.   Read paragraph three, then describe how the people of Geneva were unlike the citizens of Zurich,   

      %HUQ��%DVDO�DQG�RWKHU�3URWHVWDQW�FLWLHV�RI�WKH�����¶V���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB______  

      ________________________________________________________________________________  

      ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 7.   In what year did Geneva officially become Protestant? ____________ 

http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/CALVIN.HTM
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/humanism
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15. /LVW�WKH�IRXU�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�3URWHVWDQWV�IOHG�WR�*HQHYD�IURP�LQ�WKH�����¶V����
th

 century):  

1. ________________________________ 2. _______________________________ 

3. ________________________________ 4. _______________________________ 

 

16. :KDW�SHUFHQW�RI�*HQHYD¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�XS�RI�3URWHVWDQW�UHIXJHHV"�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 

GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�WR�FRQYHUW�the fraction to percentages! 

 

17. 
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23. Summarize the jobs of the following four levels of the church social hierarchy. 

 

3HUVRQ¶V�7LWOH�/HYHO Position/Job 

 

Pastor 
 

 

 

Teachers 
 

 

 

Elders 
 

 

 

Deacons 
 

 

 

24. Scroll down to the next paragraph  

What was the most important theological position that Calvin took? ____________________  

 

25. After reading the entire paragraph, compare how the idea of predestination was similar and 

different to life of people in Western Europe during the Middle Ages. ___________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

Scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the word “next” this will take you to a page 
about Protestant England.  http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/ENGLAND.HTM 

 

26. THINK & EXPLAIN - +RZ�WKH�JHRJUDSK\�RI�(QJODQG�PDNH�LW�³IDU�GLVWDQW�DQG�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�

UHVW�RI�(XURSH´"�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB_________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

27. 

http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/REFORM/ENGLAND.HTM
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Scroll down to paragraph two  

28. Where was the bible first translated from Latin into a vernacular language? ___________________  

Definition of Vernacular: expressed or written in the native language of a place.   

 

29. THINK & EXPLAIN ± How did the tense relationship between England & Rome lead to the Wycliff 

rebellion against the church in the 14
th

 century & Northern Humanism? _______________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

30. What did Wycliff do to make him important in English history? _____________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

31. Read the next paragraph, to the right of the picture of King Henry VIII, then explain in your own 

words why the adoption of Protestantism in England was more political than religious. ___________  

_________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________  
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