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Week	5	–	Miriam	
	
Group	Connect:	choose	1	Connect	question	and	discuss	for	5-7	minutes.	

• Describe	the	last	beautiful	thing	you	saw	that	made	you	pause,	that	surprised	you.		
• Share	one	thing	you	have	experienced	that	was	hard/painful/unpleasant	but	was	good	for	you.		

	
Read	these	passages	aloud:	
Exodus	15:20-21	
Numbers	12:1-16	

For	context:	in	the	Exodus	passage,	the	Israelites	have	just	escaped	from	Egypt	after	
God’s	last	plague	on	Egypt	that	killed	the	firstborn	of	humans	and	animals.1	After	the	
death	of	his	firstborn,	Pharaoh	tells	Moses	and	Aaron	and	the	people	of	Israel	to	take	
their	flocks	and	to	go	worship	the	LORD.	But	Pharaoh’s	army	pursues	them,	and	when	
they	cross	the	Red	Sea,	the	army	is	drowned.	On	the	other	side	of	the	sea,	the	Israelites	
sang	praises	to	God,	dancing	and	singing.	Miriam	leads	a	song	here	in	the	Exodus	
passage.	

	
Engage	the	texts	as	a	group:



	 	 copyright	(c)	Calvin	College	2017	

The image part with relationship ID rId1 was not found in the file.

grumbling,	and	Moses	gets	impatient	with	having	to	bear	them,	and	the	LORD	provides	elders	to	help	
Moses	bear	the	burden	of	leading	these	people.	Then,	next	comes	Miriam	and	Aaron	speaking	against	
Moses,	and	here	too,	the	LORD	is	angry	with	their	behavior.		
	
It	may	be	confusing	why	only	Miriam	is	punished	with	skin	blemishes	that	result	in	her	being	shut	out	of	
the	community	for	seven	days	and	not	Aaron,	too;	but,	when	we	look	at	Aaron’s	response	of	pleading	to	
his	younger	brother,	Moses,	asking	him	to	pray	for	them	for	God	to	heal	Miriam,	you	see	the	anguish	
and	distress	in	this	familial	sibling	drama.	Aaron	suffers	too,	but	in	a	different	way.2	Perhaps	it	is	a	case	
of	the	oldest	(Miriam)	bearing	the	punishment	for	a	younger	sibling,	as	well.	
	
This	story	shows	how	seriously	God	takes	the	lack	of	trust	and	grumbling	against	God	and	the	ones	
appointed	by	God	(in	this	case,	Moses);	and	how	sin	affects	more	than	the	individual.	The	community	
would	not	move	on	and	leave	Miriam	
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E.g.)	God	our	creator,	we	confess	how	we	forget	you—what	you	have	done	for	us,	how	you	are	changing	
us	for	our	good,	how	you	are	at	work	in	the	world.	When	we	are	stressed	or	afraid,	we	crave	and	long	for	
the	things	of	the	past,	forgetting	how	they	consumed	our	lives.	Forgive	us,	Lord.	Give	us	clear	eyes	to	see	
and	behold	how	you	are	doing	a	new	thing	in	and	amongst	us	by	your	Spirit.	Teach	us	to	love	what	you	
love	and	form	our	hearts.	Help	us	to	confess	our	sin	and	to	encourage	one	another	in	faithful	living	day	
by	day.	In	Jesus’	name.	Amen.		
	


