
©	Calvin	College	2012	
 

1 

 Sermon	on	the	Mount	Study	Guide—Week	7,	October	21-27	
	Matthew	6:19-34	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
I. “Now,	when	Jesus	saw	the	crowds,	he	went	up	on	a	mountainside	and	sat	down.	His	disciples	came	to	him,	and	he	

began	to	teach	them.”	(Matthew	5:1-2)	
II. Opening	prayer	for	Illumination	
III. Read	Matthew	6:19-34	
IV. Stott	Study	Guide:	pp.	41-40	
V. The	Divine	Conspiracy,	pp.	203-214:	

	
As	we	saw	last	week,	we	have	reached	a	shift	in	Jesus’	Sermon	on	the	Mount.	In	Matthew	5	Jesus’	main	concern	seemed	to	
be	outlining	how	his	followers	can	more	completely	live	as	citizens	of	God’s	Kingdom,	Matthew	6,	then,	focuses	on	some	
major	pitfalls	that	might	waylay	people	as	they	strive	to	live	more	fully	into	that	Kingdom.	Last	week	we	looked	at	our	
desire	for	the	approval	of	others.	This	week,	we	follow	Jesus	as	he	turns	his	attention	to	another	deep	human	temptation:	
the	desire	to	secure	ourselves	through	material	wealth.	
	
Dallas	Willard	describes	the	“treasures”	discussed	in	Matthew	6:19-34	as	“things	we	try	to	keep	because	of	the	value	we	
place	upon	them.	They	may	be	of	no	value	whatsoever	in	themselves;	nevertheless,	we	take	great	pains	to	protect	such	
things.	Thus,	we	are	said	to	treasure	them…”	(203,	emphasis	Willard’s
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VI. Questions	of	1st	Importance:	
1. Questions	for	the	Text	

i. The	second	person	pronouns	(“yourselves”)	in	verses	19-20	are	plural,	while	the	pronouns	in	verse	21	
(“your”)	are	singular,	indicating	a	shift	from	corporate	address	to	a	more	personal	focus.	In	other	words,	
Jesus	seems	to	be	giving	a	broader	teaching	in	verses	19-20	and	then	hammering	it	home	on	an	individual	
level	in	verse	21.	In	essence	he	is	saying,	“Every	one	of	you	who	hears	this	teaching	should	remember	that	
your	heart	will	stay	with	those	things	you	treasure,	so	value	those	things	of	utmost	importance—the	
treasures	of	heaven.”	What	does	this	mean	for	us	corporately?	As	individuals?	What	is	Jesus	saying	to	each	
of	us	in	this	text?	


