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Week 3: IS JESUS THE SON OF GOD? IS JESUS GOD?   

 
Opening Questions:  

 Who is Jesus to you?   

 What part of who Jesus is, as the Christian faith teaches, do you have questions about? 
What part gives you the most hope?  

 How do you interact with Jesus? (Do you?) 

 

Is Jesus God?1  

We get most of our historical information on the person of Jesus from the four gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and the book of Acts.2 

Beyond the Christian tradition, there are Jewish and secular historians who agree and 

http://podcast.menlo.church/e/christmas-eve-2016-1483562107/
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http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/tikkun.html
http://www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com/article/opr/t94/e883
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the rest of Scripture, are divinely inspired, but also very human. These authors would have 

been writing with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but they are gleaning from, drawing from, 

and interpreting, and responding to other writings and earlier traditions as they record the 

accounts of Jesus.  

 

Another objection states the writers of the gospels wrote them in a bent or slanted way for 

their own purposes, and this therefore discredits their reliability as historical documents.  

The writers of the gospels were writing out of particular contexts to particular audiences, so to 

be sure, they did write in particular ways to speak to their particular people. The writers of the 

gospels were not collecting information to write a historical treatiseͶas we understand it 

todayͶabout Jesus, so we must take care not to impose that lens upon the gospels. However, 

it does not mean they had no care for recording things as they actually happenedͶremember, 

they recorded the gospels as a means to teaching and proclaiming about Jesus. Telling what he 
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second category. Think: who else in history has truly impacted the world, and also claimed to be 

God? Others who have claimed to be God have not been world-wide history-changers and 

society-shapers. There are people whose lives have been changed by JesusͶthird category. 

Addicts who stop abusing their substance; thieves who stop stealing; adulterers who stop their 

infidelity and learn to be faithful; murderers who find forgiveness and restoration and peace. 

Only Jesus can fit all three of these categoriesͶworld-changer, claimed to be God, and the 

so
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The picture of Jesus portrayed in the gospels is not one who is psychologically or 

emotionally unstable. Instead, he is portrayed as 
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