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bind him to working for him for 20 years unfairly.3 When Jacob finally leaves Laban’s household 
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 What good, important gifts are we given that we “despise” or take lightly, not hold 

for their value?  

 Where have you known or experienced favoritism (either you were or weren’t the 

favorite)? What did that feel like? What was the outcome?   

 Where do you wrestle with God?  

 Where have you experienced a wound come with blessing?  

 

 

 

6 tools for interpretation: read through the 6 Tools (if time allows) or take-home and read. 

Literary: Genesis is a narrative.6  

Historical: Jacob is the son of Isaac & Rebekah, grandson of Abraham & Sarah. Lineage of Israel, 

the people of God comes from his new name. 

Theological: God chooses Jacob, not because of worthiness, but by God’s grace and wisdom. 

God chooses the ‘weak’—not the first of the twins who gets blessing, but second – God flips it. 

Cultural: Firstborns had birthrights. Esau giving away his birthright and Jacob taking it is treating 

something important very lightly. The giving of new names = the giving of a new identity.  

The bigger story: the people of Israel whom the whole Old and New Testaments address and 

reference are derived from the name of this forefather, Israel, formerly Jacob.  

Holy Spirit: the Spirit was with Jacob through his family exile and return to Esau. The 

reconciliation between Jacob and Esau communicates the Spirit’s reconciling work.  

 

Video: 

For a good summary on the life of Jacob, watch the video “Read Scripture: Genesis Ch. 12-50 

from The Bible Project to close, from minute 4:20-5:20 at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4isSyennFo&t=205s 

 

Close in Prayer:  

Turn the themes of deceit, betrayal, parental favoritism, and broken family relationships into 

prayer.  

 

Thank you, Lord God, that you do not love us based on our merits, how good we are or how 

worthy we are—because we aren’t. Thank you for your love that is boundless and eternal and 

makes no sense. You are gracious and merciful and wonderful. Thank you for choosing us your 

                                                      
6 Refer to “Week 1: Hagar” for more on the 6 Tools for Interpretation for Genesis.  
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